
Math Words Symbols Other Words
Notes
• The purpose of this activity is to help 

students learn basic math operation 
terms, their symbols, and other words 
they may see (e.g., sum for addition).

• I recommend having students put their 
own charts together.  Simply cut out the 
pieces beforehand and have students 
assemble the chart while you walk them 
through it.

Examples of Questions You Can Ask Students to Help Them Learn to 
Read the Chart

1. What are the three key parts of this chart? (e.g., Math Words, Symbols, Other 
Words).

2. Look at the word, Subtraction.  What is it’s symbol?
3. Look at the word, Division.  What is it’s symbol?  Why do we have two symbols 

for division?
4. Which is hardest for you – addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division?  

Put a big H next to the one that’s hardest for you.
5. Which is easiest for you – addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division?  

Put a big E next to the one that’s easy for you.
6. What are symbols?  Why do we use symbols in math?  Are the symbols the 

same all over the world?  Does every kid learn the same symbols?  
7. What are all of the words listed in the column, Other Words?  Why in heck are 

they all there?  Why can’t we just learn one word and that’s it?
8. If I ask you to total something, what am I asking you to do? (sum)
9. If I ask you to tell me the difference between two numbers, what am I asking 

you to do?  (subtract)
10. If I ask you to give me the quotient, what am I asking you to do? (divide)
11. Etc., etc., etc.  Ask LOTS of questions related to this chart – and ask them 

often.  Use the “other words” regularly when talking with students so they 
become familiar with the other terms.

• Remember to ask lots of questions 
about the chart to help them learn 
to use it – and become comfortable 
with its use.



Math Words Symbols Other Words

Addition
sum
Altogether
all
in all

together
total
total number
add

Subtraction

minus
greater than
more than
take away
fewer than
less than

How many more?
How many left?
How many less?
subtract
difference
is left

Multiplication
product
multiply
multiplied by
times

Division
quotient
dividend
divide
divided by

each
per
average
divide equally

Equal
the same
equals
the same as
is equal to
equivalent
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