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Staff in just about every school, school district, and state keeps up with enrollment numbers and 

percentages.  Today’s Fix That Graph is an enrollment graph.  The creator of the graph below is 

off to a good start, but I do have a few suggestions to make this better. 

 

Remember that the purpose of a graph is to provide a visual that will help another person “see” 

what is going on.  The graph should make it easy to find information and be designed in such a 

way that we can make analyses from it. 

See if you can easily answer the questions from the above graph: 

1. What school or district does the data represent? 

2. Is the data for actual school years or for an enrollment count date? 

3. What is the total of students by year? 

4. What has been the trend in enrollment by each grade range over the years that are 

presented? 

5. What has been the trend in enrollment for the entire population over the years that are 

presented? 

The above graph was likely designed from a template – and just knowing a few things to tweak 

can make this much better. 



Deb’s Fix for this Graph. 

The first thing I looked at here is whether or not the best type of graph was chosen.  I chose to 

change the graph type from a bar graph to a stacked bar graph.  The reason I made this decision 

is because with a stacked bar graph I can see the relationship of the enrollment of each grade-

level range to the total population – and that’s something that Board members generally want to 

know.  We need to know if any of these levels are growing faster than others; it’s an important 

piece of data for ensuring that we have enough seats for all of the students we serve.  Enrollment 

numbers also tie into important things like money – and how much a school or district receives. 

Here’s how I placed the same data in a stacked bar graph. 

 

 

 

 

(45%) 

(25%) 

(30%) 

(45%) 

(24%) 

(31%) 

(45%) 

(25%) 

(30%) 

(45%) 

(25%) 

(30%) 

Number and Percent of Students Enrolled by Grade Level Ranges 

2004-2005 through 2007-2008 School Years 

Pleasantville Public Schools 



Here are some of the specific changes I made: 

1. I created a stacked bar graph for the data.  I used the template colors included in EXCEL, 

but I could have further customized these since I don’t really like red and green together. 

2. I added a title that more clearly explains what the graph is about.  I usually have three 

lines for titles I design.  The first line of the title tells what the gist of the graph is about.  

The second line tells the years the data includes.  The third line is the name of the school 

district or the school.  I used a 16 point font for this.  

3. Instead of using 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008, I used the actual school years because the 

intent of this data was to represent data by school year.  If I leave this at a single year, we 

create a question.  Does 2005 mean the 2004-2005 school year or the 2005-2006 school 

year?  So I clear it up by using the actual school years. 

4. I added data labels to the bars for the numbers of students.  I formatted these labels to be 

16 point, bold, and white.  I chose to use white because it is a nice contrast to the darker 

colors from the template. 

5. I also added the enrollment total at the top of each bar so that whomever interprets the 

graph has that information readily available without having to figure it out.  I chose 16 

point, bold, and dark blue.  

6. I added the gridlines to the background to make it even easier to determine percentage of 

students for each grade level range. 

7. I added the percentages in parentheses under the number of students in each stack of the 

bars. I kept the numbers in because at the school level, staff often prefer to work with 

numbers.  I added the percentages because a school team or district should track student 

changes in percentages from one year to the next. 

8. I use a border on most of the charts and graphs I design.  Borders help keep the data 

together in an organized way. 
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